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Header:
Dear readers

. -.. Please apologize the delay “ — this was the end of numerous public address
announcements at railway stations during the last weeks. This surely wouldn't be remarkable
if we were back in January 1875. You probably do remember the stories of the self-
proclaimed “raillway demoniac” Mr Karl-Ernst Maedel. He was able to specify all
conceivable situations during railway trips and cab rides in detail like no one else. In his
stories an impression was conveyed that coal dust and steam were real, every time
locomotive driver Oskar Schneidereit was opening regulator and cylinder valves in order to
set Loco No. 65 and train set in motion — powerfully steaming and hissing. Temperatures far
below freezing and heavy snowfall were no unusualness during January and February at that
time, not only in the east of Germany. Delays lasting for hours or complete train cancellations
were daily occurrences and even the snowplough wasn't able to cope with the snow masses
on the tracks.

What do we learn from this? First of all: aready more than one century ago masses of snow
and severe cold were no exception and by no means they are indicating the climate change.
Second of all: even after 175 years of railway history the German railways is still reaching its
mobility limit. Sometimes there are adverse conditions where there is no getting through,
even for the modern Bahn AG train-sets. In such “extreme conditions’ also our highly
developed technology is failing, which is likely to provide us with plentiful food for thought
— how supersensitive this world around us is created. Unfortunately the railways is serving as
an acceptable example: if modern passenger trains have to be withdrawn from service due to
inadequate wheel sets this surely is no caling card for German engineers. But, like our
railway director Rudiger Grube would probably say at this point, it all has nothing to do with
the adverse wesather conditions. All the same he made it his business to order his *bread-and-
butter” affair. , Adequate trains’ —whatever is meant with this statement — are the solution for
getting the ageing railways going again. Taking a look at our Swiss neighbour is possibly
inspiring since there failures caused by weather or technical malfunctions are a thing of the
past. But pay attention: please do not revert to high-priced CDs with unknown data from
unknown persons — we don't want to approach a dippery slope and descend into a life of
crime!

But let us get back to the weather. The long winter is not altogether inconvenient for us
railway modellers except for the garden train community. Ice and snow are providing for
gearing down a bit. The outside world has become quiet and peaceful. At home an open fire
is burning and if Christmas was still to come one was almost tempted to decorate the fir trees
with chains of light again. This is the season for our well-beloved model railway and we are
noticing our itching fingertips. We might as well benefit from this weather and continue
building on our layout - or just seeking the hobby room in order to playing with our model
rallway.What a wonderful feeling it is to watch the iron horses rolling along the wide
territory and letting them perform shunting operations in the station area. That's pure
relaxation at our own domestic spa areal Releasing the mind from all everyday worries. And
instantly new ideas are coming up of how to further improve the domestic layout. The brain
is overflowing and we are scheming the extension of a steeply sloping section with bridge
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construction in secret. The landscape is virtually coming into being without any PC planning
program.

The matching locos and wagons are also already planned. With pen and paper at hand we are
writing down the great dream. With the material list in hand we are catching a glimpse of our
loved ones in unbelieving amazement, putting on our jacket and head for the door. And
regrettably we find out that there is no way of getting through! The streets are completely
deserted and no DIY or model railway shop is within reach. By foot this undertaking would
mean a day trip. So we have to give up and return to our lucid dreams. And we have to
discover that we reached the limit of our capacitiesin person.

After a few moments the excitement dies away and gradually we are returning to the repose
state of mind. Days and weeks are passing by and we are restricting our railway modelling
activities on working on details. Locos and wagons should aready be treated with some
weathering patina in order to let them appear more realistic. Material and tools are available
in the domestic basement. Without interruption we are enjoying the artistic work rejoicing in
the created unique copies.

Outside, finally the grass is beginning to grow. Our hibernation, which was dedicated to our
hobby this year, ends abruptly. Pretty relaxed we walk to the door and breathe deeply. The
odour of spring isin the air. On the fence next to the gate the sign at the mailbox is indicating
incoming mail. Radiant with joy we discover that the latest issue of the 012-Express has
arrived — without any delay — that's the way it should be.

Yours sincerely

Wolfgang Haulller
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A Touch Of Wide Gauge Optimism

Intro:
The year of the great depression has passed by without any effect on wide gauge modellers —
full steam ahead for the New Y ear: the fair novelties

Perfection is definitely no question of size!

This slogan could be read at the Audi-Stand in hall 4A — you did not misread, we were at the
Nuremberg Toy Fair and not at the Auto Show in Geneva. While strolling around the
sensational stand we found out why the manufacturer of quite impressive automotives from
Ingolstadt did choose to attend this fair: miniatures of the Audi range. Many visitors was
flabbergasted when looking at the originals decreased in size. The mae visitors were
especially taken with the Union Type C racing car being a ,, High-Level-Bobby-Car*. Not
even the equally striking beauties behind the counter were able to deflect their attention. For
hard-working photographers and journalists like us this sight was a welcome diversion, in
every respect.

Not that we had forgotten about the actua request of our fair attendance, which was to
capture the wide gauge novelties for you.

On request the manufacturers were optimistic concerning “our” gauges. Some manufacturers
predicted a triple-digit increase in turnover — which is depending on the implicated basis
condition, as is often the case. Nevertheless, in plain language it is obvious that there is no
room left for “manufacturing dinosaurs’. Mass productions of the umpteenth A-typed vehicle
version are a thing of the past. Today downsizing the range of products is the message. Or
specialization and simultaneous manufacturing of reasonable numbers of items — like shown
by the large gauge manufacturers — are the basis of success.

Therefore it is hardly surprising that the former market leader Méarklin has constricted the
portfolio of novelties this year. Although the profit showed a double-digit growth in the year
2009 the Damocles sword of insolvency is still hanging over the company. The remedial
design will only work out in the end if belts are remaining tightened and further cash
injections will be taking place. But: cautious optimism aways is better than burying the head
in the sand. And at least one new loco model is coming from Goppingen this year — although
only available to , Insiders".

At the KM1 stand it is completely different: this year the variety of vehicle models and
accessories on a scale of 1:32 is hard to beat. Located in hal 4A for the first time the
Lauingen company caused some obstructions of visitors who wanted to take a look at all
novelties operating on the exhibition layout. The new models were presented without making
afussor costly video clips— nothing but the pure models were shown.
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The visitors were also crowding around the new Lenz exhibition layout, gazing at the new
gauge 0 models inside the showcases. Although many of them were shown as prototype
samples only they are giving an idea of the rebound concerning the wide gauge sector.
Companies with a long tradition as well as newcomers and manufactures, who are
participating the Nuremberg fair for the first time, seem to testify the economic upswing.

Isit possibly true that perfection is aquestion of (model) size after all!

All “large models” we carried together this year can be found in the following pages.

kkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhhkkkhhkhkkhhkkhkhkkhkkkikkkkkx*%

Abrex

Gauge 0: For anyone who is fancying car models according to Czech exemplars the right
company is Abrex. In addition to the classic Skoda Popular Sport Monte Carlo and Superb
913 aso newer versions of the Felicia and the Fabia Combi on a scale of 1:43 are available
for an attractive price. The cars are appealingly detailed and painted. Hood and doors are not
opening.

(www.abr ex.cz)

Addie-Modell

Gauge 0: This year a new diesal filling station together with petrol pump and attendant is
coming from Wallstein. Two versions with different tanks sizes and petrol pumps for small,
medium and large depot layouts are offered. The tanks are made from plastic and detailed
with brass precision casting parts.

A signa bell construction set for level crossings is available, which is featuring the double
clang of the Rhenish and Brunswick railways.

The range of tin figures was supplemented with Mother Gertrud with pram, corpora Hans
and his girlfriend Evi as well as “furious Robert”. The last one can be used as a railway
employee and for example in combination with the Weinert handcar. Further figures such as
painters and lumbermen were announced.

(www.addie-modell.de)

Audi Miniaturen

Gauge 0: The magnificent Audi stand in hall 4A was amazing many visitors. Besides nice
ladies and high-quality pedal cars for the small ones also some railway modelling items could
be found: the Audi miniature collection on a scale of 1:43: starting with the Auto Union
1000 Sp Roadster up to the Q5 — models at its finest!

(www.audi.com)

Beli-Beco

Gauge 0, 1, 2: The lighting specialist again is offering a smart novelty: street lights in fibre
optics. They can be used for replicating prototypical lamps, especially on narrow gauge
environments. This new technology surely is also interesting for large gauge modellers. The
illuminant is located inside the socket underneath the layout surface. The lamps can easily be
inserted into the socket and illuminated via optical fibres.

(www.beli-beco.de)

Besig
Gauge 1. The gantry crane completely made from brass and painted with a specia state
railway colour is hew at the Besig product range. The very beautiful model is equipped with a
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wooden platform and delicate steps. The complete mechanism (without actuation) is
replicated in detail.

The semaphore signals are now equipped with a prototypical steel cable actuation. The
“cables” are made from delicate strands and are available in different strengths, according to
the intended purpose. A prototypical DR semaphore signal with wait board post is also new;
it can be actuated via an elaborately worked redirecting device.

Also new is the signal bridge designed after the Potsdam original. Initially the bridge was
dimensioned for six tracks but back-built later. The left and right tunnel support is different
due to the retaining centre support. The bridge is equipped with pre-fabricated socket
bearings; actuation is implemented via a patented redirection system located at the bridge
foot. The delicate ascension ladder is also available separately.

The retrofitting sets of washers for the light signals are really smart, too. So the LED light
appears more “delicate” and a perfect visual appearance is guaranteed.

New furnishing details are sand blasted barrels from aluminium. A brass rack or a gantry
with chequer plate roof is also available.

A delicate bench with brass frame and triply painted weatherproof wooden slats is perfect for
arelaxing break.

The telegraph poles with four or eight insulators surely do not only please friends of the
Gréfental railway.

(www.besiggmbh.de)

Danki

Gauge 1. Mr Sauer is coming up with more versions of the MAN F8. The very beautifully
detailed vehicles will be area eye candy in the streets of a model railway environment. The
same applies to the F8 trailer truck equipped with long trailer, loading platform and tarpaulin
and to the F8 motor coach equipped with logos of various mineral oil companies on cab
doors and platform gates. Also new is the F8 with 2-axle trailer , Deutsche Bundesbahn®:
soon there will be a lot going on at the 1:32 scaled cargo handling facilities ... only the
grumbling noise of the V8 engine is missing!

(www.danki-models.com)

Demko

Gauge 0, 1: The company attended the fair for the first time and as a novelty Mr Helmig
presented a catenary system for gauge O and 1. In addition to individual masts with different
brackets also transverse support structures and individual components such as insulators and
holders are offered. The very delicately worked masts are made from etched brass, assembled
with brass cast parts. The masts are available as DB and DRG versions.

The Taes 888 goods wagons completely made from brass were announced for both gauges.
Delivery will take place in autumn this year.
(www.demko-modellbahn.de)

Dietz M odellbahntechnik

Gauge O - 2: Under the designation ,, SDL0O1“ a reasonably priced digital package is offered.
It includes a 3A-Decoder for DCC and Motorola use, a sound electronic component, which
can be equipped with any Dietz sound and one Visaton speaker. The electronics will be
delivered ready for operation.

The sound module X-clusive-S was overworked and now it requires less space. The price
was also reduced.
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The Servo decoder SWDOL is also new. It is equipped with two additional inputs where
pushbuttons or Reed contacts can be connected. This alows for actuating the decoder also
while the loco is operating.

The DSE F8 can be used as a DCC decoder or a SUSI function block. The outputs are
invertible and do possess timing functions. Up to 29 different functions can be switched.
(www.dietz-modellbahntechnik.de)

ESU

Gauge 0 - 2: The next generation of the ECoS as 50200 is coming now. The large colour
touch-screen offers an excellent resolution. This simplifies handling and enhances the visual
presentation.

The used locos are displayed as real pictures. All function keys are illuminated.

The ECoS is a multi protocol digital unit. The locos can be controlled via motor-supported
cruise controls or the touch-screen.

The Navigator, which was aready presented last year, isadigital unit, especially adapted for
smaller layouts. The now individually available IR receiver is aso new. Via an extension
cable it can be positioned spatially separated from the central unit. This is increasing the
operating distance of the Navigator considerably.

(Www.esu.eu)

Fine Models
Gauge 1: This year the successor of the company , FineArt Models* attended the fair for the
first time and presented the V 200.1, although still as a brass version. The delicately detailed
model will be available in 13 different variations, starting with Epoch 111 up to the still in use
locos of the EfW (painted in antique red and grey) and the BEG (painted in orange and grey).
All locos from 200 121 upwards will be prototypically equipped with sound deadening. The
model will be delivered with a Demko drive system and adigital sound decoder.
The kkStB 310 (BBO 310, DRG BR16) made from brass and stainless steel was also shown
in Nuremberg as a prototype sample. The very beautiful model impresses with a consistently
and thoroughly designed four-cylinder engine, the delicate frame and low flanges. Two cod
and two oil versions will be available with different ruling, in accordance with the
constructional executions during the years 1911 and 1923.
The announcement of the most powerful cog railway steam loco worldwide, the DRG 97.401
respectively OBB 297.401 in Epoch-I1 execution was causing alot of excitement.
(www.finemodels.de)

Fulgurex

Gauge 1. The model of the originally designed as a “4-1200“ tender loco of the French
railways, constructed by engineer Marc de Caso, was to be admired in Nuremberg: the
NORD / SNCF 141 TC. The quality and detailing of this loco is excellent. The valves are
accentuated via a camshaft (,de Caso* drive system). As a matter of course the model is
equipped with a completely furnished cab. The elaborately handcrafted model is equipped
with DCC decoder and sound. The mode is available in three versions and in brown or green
painting.

Matching the 141 TC the company Fulgurex is delivering the local passenger coaches
»Banlieue" of the NORD and SNCF railways in March. Up to the 60s these train sets with
control car were characterizing the French railway network. The wagons are available as a set
of three with NORD-society or SNCF control car. The third class wagon can be purchased
individually.

(www.fulgurex.ch)
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Heljan

Gauge 0: In Nuremberg the ,,Class 20" was shown as an aready painted model in the green
or blue version. The sharp-shaped loco with its striking yellow front is about to being
delivered in thefirst quarter of 2010. The model is equipped with a NEM interface.

Also announced was the ,,Class 55" out of the British range of diesel locos and the Mkl
passenger coach (in 15 different paintings), like it still can be seen today along suburban
routes on the British island.

(www.heljan.dk)

Hrm Modelltechnik

Gauge 0: New in the range of Mr Meier are the gondola cars according to Swiss examplesin
a scale of 1:45. The chassis, ascensions, levers, locks and also the completely replicated
braking system of the SBB Type L* wagons is made from metal. The sides are prototypically
made from wood. The doors cannot be opened. The outwardly opening rear side is aso
replicated, but cannot be opened on the model. The wagons are available as finished versions
or as construction sets in an Epoch 11 and 111 version in grey or brown painting and with or
without brakeman's cab. Weathered wagons are a so offered on request.

The aready delivered crane truck SBB 96309 is aso worth seeing. The prototypically
executed beautiful model is available with or without digital control or equipped with a pre-
arrangement for the assembly of a remote control. The crane is available as Epoch 111 or 1V
version with corresponding buffer wagon.

(www.hrm-modelltechnik.ch)

JoWi Modellbahnhintergrund

Gauge 0,1: Joachim and Karsten Wischermann were attending the Nuremberg fair for the
first time. In addition to the well-known semi-relief cardboard punch-out sheets they showed
brand-new laser-cut construction sets. The first series contains houses, typical for mining
settlements in the Ruhr area. The semi-relief buildings will help to create very beautiful
factory motifs for the background of alayout. Very charming are the beautifully worked out
facade ornamentations, the mouldings and arched windows. The construction sets are
precisely cut from thin medium density fibre-boards; they can be assembled and glued easily.
If some matching colour is added the buildings will receive the typical look of the 50s and
60s.

More British and Swiss typed buildings will follow within a short time.
(www.modellbahn-hintergund.de)

KM1

Gauge 1/1e: With legendary speed the Lauingen company turned into a gauge 1 full-line
distributor and it hardly is astonishing that their range of novelties is beating everything that
the scale of 1:32 had to offer this year.

Gauge 1: The absolute highlight surely is the IV" / BR 18° of the Baden region which ought
to be delivered midyear. At the KM1 stand this loco was operating in front of the impressing
Rhinegold train. Both, wagons and loco are captivating just as much. The felicitously painted
wagons in a dark-purple colour are outstanding and to our knowledge no model manufacturer
had ever been able to implement this colour in such an authentic way.

The streamlined BR01.10 locos are now completed and equipped with the prototypicaly
drop-shaped streamline nose.

The cab tender version of a BR 50 was doing shunting operations at the KM1 stand. This
loco is as striking as the model of the BR62.
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The prototype sample of the BRO3 could aso be seen in Nuremberg. Like al other KM1
locos this model is also completely made from brass and equipped with the typical KM1
features such as dynamic smoke, cylinder steam and KM1 High Quality Sound. Driving
mechanism, cab and smoke box are illuminated; axles and drive are ball bearing mounted.
The prototypically small inducers will guarantee that this loco can aso be used on a 1.020
mm radius with piston protective pipe attached.

The model of the BR23 was also announced in Nuremberg. It will be available in 8 versions
and in NEM or FineScale variation.

The fleet of vehicles from Lauingen was complemented, too. As aforementioned, the
Rhinegold wagons are amost completed and will be available together with the BR 18 in the
third quarter of 2010 at the latest.

All eight versions of the standard type baggage car Pw4(i36/37 and the blue painted Epoch
[lla variation with streamlined cockpit should aready be in delivery when this magazine
went to press. The BAY 05 is added to the range of branch line wagons. The brass model is
equipped with a complete interior furnishing and a replicated brake system. Optionally, this
wagon is available with illumination. The luggage car is provided with moveable dliding
doors. The highly detailed model offers spring-mounted and ball bearing mounted axles as
well as profiled wheels on both sides.

The gravel wagon DGW 266 is added to the KM1 range of goods wagons. The detailing is
made in the typical KM1 standard, which already had been mentioned while introducing the
BAY05. Five versions are announced, starting with Epoch I11a up to Epoch V. In addition to
the brown painted wagons aso a grey , Eisenbahn und H&fen GmbH* version and a brown
Epoch V ,Kirow Leipzig AG" variation will be available. Fine scale wheels and a load of
gravel will be offered optionally.

The track system, which will be delivered mid-year, will also be available as a set.

A reasonably priced starter kit will be offered together with the new KM1 digital unit (see
text below).

The 10° live wire switch with polarized frog was aso presented in Nuremberg. The turnout
radius is 2.321 mm and the track length is 600 mm. The 15° and 7°35'41"" standard switches
will follow, equipped with turnout radius and executed as manually operated switch with
ground frame or as an actuated version. The latter is including the decoder. The size of the
actuation is corresponding to the original dimensions of the drive gearbox. The visual
appearance of the tracks with laser-cut wood structure is excellent. If some patinais added a
prototypical look will be guaranteed.

The corresponding ballast for this track system — replicated exactly on as scale of 1:32 —is
rounding off the range.

A prototype sample of a 23 metre turning platform is complementing the KM1 novelties
shown in Nuremberg. Platform and pit are CNC milled or laser-cut, the brakeman's house is
illuminated. Two servomotors are powering this model and provide for interlocking when the
final position is reached. The outputs can be chosen individually and can be added easily with
the help of the included drilling template. All loco functions are also available at the turning
platform. The turntable itself can optionally be delivered with a sound decoder, where the
typical alarm signal aso can be recalled. This model will aso be available as a 19 metre
version.

The standard and articulated water cranes made from metal are also perfectly executed.

Gauge 1e: A huge surprise was the presentation of the TSSD, the Baden-Wuerttemberg
dinosaur alias BR 99 633. Not only narrow gauge enthusiasts will be pleased at the sight of
this model made from brass and stainless steel. The loco is equipped with a functioning
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replication of the Mallet-double-engine power unit. Various details are as convincing as the
KM1 typical equipment with Sound & Smoke. The front frame is accomplished as an
articulated frame and the rear frame is fixed. The laterally attached coa boxes at the heater's
side and the rolling shutters at the backside of the driver's cab are typica for this loco. The
cross clamp is executed as a double tracked clamp. Five versions are offered, among others
the ,,Oechsle” of the Aulendorf museum railway.

Baden-Wuerttemberg passenger coaches and goods trains matching the TSSD were
announced and it is planned to add awagon carrier truck to the range of products.

Especialy all narrow gauge modellers will get excited abut the new le track. With this track
Mr Krug is complementing the gauge 1 track range, which offers al 1:32 scale enthusiasts
the possibility of performing their hobby with a minimum of space. A track with three rails
serving as a connection between narrow gauge and standard gauge will also be available.

Gauge 0, 1, 2: The new KM1 in-house digital command station comes with an easy-to-handle
infrared control device, where up to 40 permanent loco addresses can be memorized in
alphanumeric characters and up to 100 magnetic articles and functions can be recalled.
Function keys and turning knobs are clearly arranged and easy to handle; the display gives a
quick review of al currently activated functions. Up to 4 mobile controls can be connected to
this command station. KM 1 is offering a specia price for the command station when locos
are ordered (the same applies to already ordered locos). In the next issue of the 012-Express
(issue No. 14 June 2010) we will present the digital command station in detail testing it under
operating conditions.

(www.km-1.de)

Lenz

The company Lenz came up with their partially finished exhibition layout. The “master
practitioners’ really made a good job of it, even if various details are still missing. They have
to be added in the course of this year —but thereis plenty of time left. At least, it was possible
to show the beautiful gauge 0 models “in motion” now, which was — besides the novelties -
persuading alot of visitorsto alengthier stay at the stand of the company Lenz.

Gauge 0: The BR64 definitely will be no ,Never-Ending-Story*“: thisis what Bernd Lenz has
verbally assured. Although presented as a prototype sample the further construction will be
pushed extensively. And there will be no compromises concerning functionality and quality.
Delivery is announced for the third quarter of 2010.

Considerably advanced is the development of the diesel locos designed after the V160 and
the BR 216/218, which were presented as prototype samples in a dark blue priming. Due to
undercarriage and structure an excellently detailed loco is to be expected. The same appliesto
therail car, which will be delivered as a set of three in summer 2010. The VT98 with control
car and trailer vehicle will inspire many gauge O modellers. Both models are coming up with
authentic sound. Low flanges, USP, bi-directional communication via RailCom, coupling
operated by remote control and automatic brake control are some of the features which are
characteristic for the company Lenz.

This year also another version of the Kof Il will be released, with set back head light and a
new compressor arrangement.

The shunting loco V60 was announced, it will come up with the customary Lenz equipment.

The four-axle converted coaches are aready under construction. They will be delivered as
first/second class (AB4yg) wagons and second-class (B4yg) wagons.
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Newly announced were the three-axle converted first and second-class coaches AB3yg, the
second class B3yg (with two different standard company numbers) and the second-class
BD3yg wagon with luggage compartment. All wagons are equipped with digitally switchable
interior lighting, short coupling rail guiding and Lenz gauge O coupling.

The range of goods wagons will be widened with the stake car type R20 and the covered
goods wagon Gl ,, Dresden”. In Nuremberg both wagons were shown as prototype samples.

This year the Lenz track range will be completed. The electrical switches with integrated
actuation and illuminated lanterns will be delivered soon. The construction of curved turnouts
and three-way turnouts has reached its fina stage and they will be delivered in the second or
third quarter of 2010.

Gauge 0,1, 2: Digita plus is now offering the follow-up model of the LZ100 — the LZV200
command station. Now loco as well as function names can be stored. The inbuilt RailCom
Detector allows for reading out the CV's during operation. The address range of magnetic
articles was enlarged to O up to 2048; the XpressNet was extended and offers up to 128
connectable components.

Viaasoftware update all new LZV200features are available for LZV 100 users

The development of the RailCom Transmitter LRC110 alows for exchanging RailCom data
and can be used with al RailCom suitable DCC systems. The significant advantage is the bi-
directiona decoder response, which means the possibility of reading out the decoder on all
track sections.

(www.spur0.de)

L otus L okstation

Gauge 2: The green painted diesel loco OBB 2092.04 is new in the range of products. The
original loco with expanded cab was operating as from 1963. The model is a conversion of
the LGB seria model and is equipped with exquisite detailing and sound decoder.

On occasion of the 100" anniversary of the RhB the company Lotus is releasing the small
luggage rail car RhB De 2/2 151, the oldest vehicle, which is operating at the Berninabahn.
The detailed model made from brass and wood is handcrafted and equipped with a sound
decoder.

(www.lotuslok.at)

Marklin

Gauge 1: As a novelty in the gauge 1 range the company Mérklin presented the DB version
of the BR58 as insider model of the year 2010. For the first time this loco is equipped with a
functioning inboard engine and it also features a wheel-synchronous smoke alternator, which
is actuated via a mfx decoder. Operating this loco in DCC format is also possible. Actuation
is acting on al five axles. Whether the attached traction tyres are necessary or not will be
shown under operating conditions.

This was all the Mérklin gauge 1 range came up with. Some cardboard dummies in the
display are suggesting the re-launch of vehicles out of the Hibner range, amongst others the
four-axle converted coach and the acid carrying wagon. The in-house “slimming program” is
leaving marks. It was assured on request that the (formerly Hibner) track range would be
available as from spring this year.

(www.maer klin.com)
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M assoth

Gauge 1, 2: The sound decoder eMOTION XLSpro surely is not only interesting for scale
1:22,5 modellers. Compared to the predecessor it is able to process 16bit sound sequences
directly which allows for a sampling rate of 22 kHz and hi-fi quality of sound. The memory
sizewas increased to 64 MB.

(www.massoth.com)

Modelmates

Gauge 0, 1, 2: The brand-new weathering spray provides for prototypically shaded buildings
and wagons and it can be used for the ballast substructure, too. The pigment can be applied
thinly and wiped off subsequently by using a wet cloth. Different degrees of weathering can
be reached depending on how many layers of paint have been applied and removed. Different
shades of colour are available such as slate grey, oily brown, rust coloured and so on.
(www.modelmates.co.uk)

Prehm-Modellbahn

Gauge 2: Siggi Prehm is now offering a waiter and waitress set of zinc die-cast figures for
restaurant cars and corresponding scenarios. Since a lavatory is helpful especially after a
slap-up lunch the company Prehm is providing a matching motif together with “users”.

The apine horn players, which had been introduced last year, were equipped with a CD
containing Swiss folk music. Now an adequate sound can aso be added to the familiar
mountain climber scenarios.

To the range of “living” figures various railway attendants and labourers were added. They
are activated via a miniature engine and gear. Additiona attention-getters on the layout are
guaranteed for the future.

(www.prehm-modellbahn.de)

Peco

Gauge 0: All friends of the British railways will be pleased by various new environmental
details made from wood and synthetics: a ssmple loading crane, a loading gauge and a small
refuge. A single-tracked level crossing with the typical British protective grating instead of
gatesis supplementing the range of novelties.

(www.peco-uk.com)

Preiser

Gauge 0: Not only for US oriented railway modellers: the presidentia couple Obama on a
scale of 1:45. The six campsite ladies are appearing in arevealing dress.

Gauge 1: The campsite ladies (set of three) are also decorating layoutsin a scale of 1:32.
Gauge 2: Hikers in an upright position, a pe